SLIDES, VISUALISER, MULTIMEDIA
PRESSURE GROUPS AND LOBBYISTS
Today we’re going to be looking at pressure groups and lobby groups, and how they work within the political system  It’s also important in this course that we look at the way these groups interact with journalists, and with the media system generally

So: what is a pressure group, or a lobby group?

Obviously, a lobby group is a group that meets in a lobby, right?   Well  ... (explain derivation)

There is a view that lobbyists or pressure groups, are somehow inherently bad things … you often hear of politicians being swayed by them. 

When people think of lobby-groups, they often think of the gun lobby in the US, or the tobacco lobby here (background tobacco’s role in bringing money – and votes – to parties)

But is lobbying a bad thing?

As their name suggests, pressure and lobby groups are attempting to pressure people in positions of power to take on and represent their viewpoint

They lobby local members, state politicians, federal politicians and media representatives in order to have their view heard

Such groups are often NOT in positions of power themselves – they represent particular sections of the community and of society, and they are trying to ensure that the interests of those groups are being met by those in decision-making positions such as politicians, some private corporations, statutory bodies and funding bodies.


(Throw together a quick list of some pressure groups or lobby groups that you can think of in a few minutes….throw to GC and Nathan for suggestions) 
Examples might include Queensland Conservation Council; ACOSS; Community Broadcasting Association of Australia; Australian Medical Association; Chambers of Commerce; National Indigenous Working Group; Save the Koala Foundation; National Farmers’ Federation; Vietnam Veterans Association; Senior Citizens’ Association; Queensland Bar Association; Qld Council for Civil Liberties etc
Important Note: Pressure groups and lobby groups are not official bodies – they are not bodies established by government  

So the Aboriginal Council for Reconciliation, for example, is important in the indigenous movement but it is not a pressure group – it is an official government body established to perform a particular task 

•
In the same way, a body such as the Criminal Justice Commission – while it may have a particular anti-corruption agenda that it is trying to push on government – is not a lobby group because it is an officially formed (by legislation) body appointed by government.
Pressure groups or lobby groups are organizations which spring out of the community, or out of particular movements, in an attempt to have their viewpoints heard by decision-makers.

Their workers sometimes operate on  a voluntary basis – such as those individuals working for say community crime action groups – and some are substantial enough bodies with their own funding sources to pay a substantial staff, such as the Australian Medical Association, the Australian Chamber of Commerce, etc

Many professions have representative bodies which work on their behalf to represent the professions’ interests to government and to the public, and they can also be considered lobby groups.

(explain dual-role of AMA as med body and doctors’ union, as is law society, etc. also discuss role of unions as lobbies on non-partisan issues)

Lobbying particularly intense at election time.

Elections are always a prime time for pressure and lobby groups to come out and have their say. We are in an unofficial State Election period, and many of them will receive a great deal more media coverage over the next few months leading to the state election than they could usually expect.

It would be a good exercise for you to try to identify some of the major lobby groups that pop up in media coverage

Now, let’s examine some examples of lobby/pressure groups from the ABC and 

this morning’s paper?
In the ABC piece, from the AM program, you’ll hear how two separate (and conflicting) pressure groups had a part to play in a decision by the WA Government. There’s the local indigenous people, and the local Cane farmers’ Association. The ABC
As for the morning newspapers …. (insert examples here on visualiser) 

So – what is the FUNCTION of a pressure group?

The function of a pressure group is to represent the interests of its members or its followers to the public, and ultimately to government in order to ensure any legislation and government decisions are favourable to that group


The way they achieve this is usually through journalists, as journalists are the public’s main source of information about issues outside their immediate circle.

In turn, governments are very wary of public opinion, and so they monitor the media to gain an idea of what issues are of importance to the public at the moment.

Pressure groups and lobby groups are often in the unique position of being located within their industries, or within the communities they represent. They therefore offer a perspective and view on issues which affect them that a journalist or government representative couldn’t gather on their own.

Successful lobbying, using the media, by a community-based group. It happens everyday and this pressure group-lobbying process plays a major role in the issues that politicians ‘see fit’ to take action on.

What journalists have to ensure is that they don’t get too close to their sources within lobby and pressure groups and only start to represent their views – they must always ensure to balance their stories with comment from the government/opposition etc that the lobby group is criticising.


Despite this caution though, as working journalists people from pressure and lobby groups will form a vital part of your contact book and will put you onto numerous stories that you wouldn’t have uncovered otherwise.
